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There is a widespread bellef in lianila that President ruirino retuined Msjor
General liariane Castaneda, armed Forces Chief of staff, and relieved
Ruperte Kangleon, former National Defense Secretary, because the Presicent's
only mears of exerting control owver Pnilippine armed ferces is threugh
General {sstaneda.*

% is believed that President. Tuirino may havs dscided to send the best
Philippine Army officers and enlisted men to Korea with the 10th Jattalion
Combat Team (BCT)¥** in an effort to rid the army of mutinous elements,smt
Lajor Napoleon Valerianc,3+549 an able combat, officer who is greatly feared
by the Hukbong lapagpalaya Ng 3ayan (HMB), and whe was court-martialles
in 1949 for anti-administration activities, is scheduled to command the

20th BCT if it is sent to Korea.

= R cozzen: . MMM reported that President ‘mirine was  25X1A
considering the prasibility of declaring martial law in the Philip-
pines and of turning the Government over to Genersl iastaneda.
BN rcccntly reported the President!s personal evaluation of
ton Philippine military lecders. [ reported that Casthareda 25X1A
would support. antenic Muirine for the Senate against senator Peraltas.

# [ Conzent. The 10th BCT has departed for Korea.

N comnent . I rcportcd on the lack of conficence of 25X1A
M ilippine army officers in the Tuirino administration, and ravealed
thai, staff officers have irdicated a desire to replace the Fresicent

with a military man,

I3 M Comment.. Valeriano, former leader of the Nenita unit of
the Philippine fonstabulary, was aconitted by a court martizl in
April, 1950, but was subsecuently reduced ip rank from lieutenant.
colonel. I rerported that Valeriano would be appointed -2
of the Philippine Constabulary to replace Lieutemnt olonel iacaric

Assistio who was to be investigated for alleged corrupt activities.
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